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marching air Alexander Walker

The Royal Aberdeenshire Highlanders

ROYAL ABERDEENSHIRE HIGHLANDERS, THE. 
Walker: A Collection of Strathspeys, Reels, Marches, &c., 1866;No. 68, pg. 24.
Scottish, March (4/4 time). C Major, AB. 

i. Carl MacKenzie, LP, 1977. ii. Allie Bennett, CD, 2013

Having disbanded the Clan armies after the Jacobite Rebellions, various Militias were raised by the Government to
provide security at home but also augment the standing army if required. Many were raised by the great landowners
and others were related to the area the soldiers came from. The Aberdeen Militia were gradually reformed over
time and eventually became the Gordon Highlanders.

The following is the time line of the Aberdeen Militia development

1798 The 6th North British Militia (Or the Aberdeen Militia)
1803 to 1855 the title was the Aberdeenshire or 55th Regiment of Militia. 
Between 1834 and 1855 no formal training took place, indeed the militia was in a deplorable state, existing on paper only.
1855 the Scottish Militia was embodied and recruiting of officers and rank and file took place.
1882 the regiment became the 3rd Battalion the Gordon Highlanders.’

More information about the militia is in the section about the tune ‘Capt. Charles Leith Hay’

Another of the captains in the Royal Aberdeenshire Highlanders in Alexander’s time was Capt. W. S. Gilbert. This
is none other than the librettist of the Gilbert and Sullivan duo who wrote operettas including ‘The Mikado’ and
‘The Pirates of Penzance’. In 1865 Gilbert was transferred from the West Yorks Militia to the Aberdeen Militia.
There he worked his way up to the rank of Captain and was promoted to Major on his retirement in 1878. He
regularly attended camps in Aberdeenshire and is noted in the papers as Captain, along with Captain Leith Hay
who he obviously knew well



Alexander Walker Connection

The Strathdon where Alexander Walker lived had a strong connection with the Aberdeenshire Highlanders. It is
reported that almost all the tenants on the estate of John Forbes, Esq. of Newe, (Uncle of Sir Charles Forbes) had
enrolled in the Militia themselves to serve as volunteers in the defence of their King and country.

In 1863 the Royal Gazette reported that Charles John Forbes, (son of Sir Charles) was to be Lieutenant in the
Royal Aberdeenshire Highlanders. A friend of the family Capt Leith Hay, was also in the Highlanders and many of
the officers attended the Highland games.

Royal Aberdeenshire Highlanders 1858 – Dublin Barracks
Capt W Leith Hay 3rd left back row

Below is a record of a gathering of the Aberdeenshire Highlanders.  Note the presence of both Capt. Leith
Hay and Capt. Gilbert.


